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Strategic Plan identified four strategies:
2009 -2010 Quarterly Newsletter . o
7. 1.We will improve communication, ex-
Fourth Edition pand involvement, and build positive
relationships among students, staff,

Su per I nt end emn ETarIf) S De s kpa’rents, and the community through

open, honest, and respectful interac-
Of all the things that occurred during the Plan. First, our new mission statement.tjons.

these past nine months, if there isone . & RST Ay A G A 2y & i KS > WA \ﬁ]lﬁcféri?nﬁ/f méd@l,l'irﬁeagté é(nH A
thing | can point to as most proyd of, it is cIe_ar aqd concise de_claratlon of the _ asses positive behavior and character
the development of our Strategic Plan. unique identity to which the organization traits.

Not because it furthers any personal age aspires; its specific purpose; and the o .

das, rather because it is a document of means by which it will achieve its pur- 3-We will align curriculum to state stan-

real substance that came about synergisLJ2 8 $¢ ® o/ | Yo NA R3S D {pEd§A58ure,ihg qupigulum is gffacy 4
cally. The Plan is a result of countless  our new mission statement: tively implemented, and provide the

hours of work, research and debate of 6 - : - necessary support for teachers to use

- . 88A, a closdnit, caring, learning commu- - strategies to improve student achieve-
nity members _and even student_s. T_h(_e fir nity, is to ensure each student develops anment
ished product is not a compromise it is '

. . e exceptional academic, social, emotional
representation of the collective vision of

: o . and physical foundation necessary to
R|chlanq School District, grolunded in th( thrive in high school and in society by ac-
core beliefs and values of this communit

tively engaging students using best teach-
In the next few weeks the Plan, in its en- y engaging g

i ilb od Wi ; ing practices within an aligned curriculum,
irety, will be posted on our Wepage a and working with partnership with parents

4. We will develop plans to assist each
student in setting and achieving person-
ally identified learning goals related to
their academic and courricular abili-
ties, interests, and aspirations.

www.d88a.organd | Wou_ld encourage .. the community. Each.c_)f these four strategies have several
everyone read through it, for it is this bot Specific Results attached to them, and

of work that will drive virtually everything In the development of the Strategic Plan.gach specific Result has several actions
we do as a District for the next five years the Planning Team identified 11 core be-giang 1o meet each the larger strategy. In

. L . liefs and six Strategic Parameters, whichggcence the : ; .
. . W plan is very detailed. While
Through this communication | would like served as the basis from which the MISSIQN: dorsi of o et s vory

to provide some important highlights of :
and the Plan itself was formulated. The impressive, the thing | am most proud of

Table of Contents purpose behind thi; process is to create o process it took to arrive at the final
the Plan grounded in the core values an

dproduct. The Plan without the process,

EISerTtarryl Orf]ﬁ(t:ee . ; 0 DBefefs of the community. regardless of the size and length of the
Early Leamers 5 The Strategic Plan identifies three objec-final product, would not have as much

- tives: meaning and substance.
Kindergarten 3 i ) _
First Grade 3 . EachAstuderJt will demonstrate at Igast In analyzing the four strategies, the com-
Second Grad 3 2yS &SI NDa 3INEg UK manicatiBniand chasbctdr strhtdgypareh O

eco ade year in Reading, Writing, Mathematics,important and are needed to be made
Third Grade 4 and Science. operational in our organization to move
\l]:ou_rth S_r?ld; g e Each Student will achieve challenging forward so we can conduct business in the

unior Tiigh News learning goals related to their individuamost efficient and effective manner. How-
Fifth Grade 5 academic and exteaurricular interests, €Ver, |t_|s the goa_ll setting and currlcul_u_m
Sixth Grade 6 abilities, and aspirations. strategies that will truly stretch thg abili-
ngenth Grade 6-7 e All students will develop and consis- :Lejn(i)tf ev_?;ﬁgetwges:gtguirelsexw?skgom'
Eighth Grade 7 tently demonstrate positive character severZ\i ears 1o aet full i?\ lace. but once
Art Department 7 traits necessary to be productive con- | y 9! ynp R

. : . ; . in place I truly believe that the possibilities

Physical Education 8 tributors to their community. for all of our students will be virtually lim-
Music Department 8 To achieve these stated objectives, the itless
Nurseds Off 9 p
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Elementary News, wrs. whyte

8)"5z4 )" 11&/ * |/ ( Thesepreassessments will be done on
. . August 16th. If you have not already

\\\ Iy, Tlrlnsfhas beedn an exciting year fol: signed up for a time, please contact the

;Of all of our students. | appreciate all et ofice to do so OR you can wark

///’V\\\ of the volunteers and support that
we have gotten from parents and
community members throughout the year.
want to also thank all of the parents who
took time to fill out the parent satisfaction
survey. | plan on using the data generated
your input to work on how our building funct hope you feel this year was as product
tions as a whole. | already have meetings s% | do. | would like to thank you again f
-up with some of the parents to gain addi- entrusting your children to us. We are

on that day and we will fit you in. Studer
jdentified for this program will have regu
IIar haltday kindergarten in the morning

and will be asked to stay for an afternoo
ggrichment time beginning in Septembe

tion feedback regarding responses given. Igiways working hard to make sure we ajéluarter was special parents. The stu

you have input throughout the year, pleasedoing our best to help them grow aca-
contact me personally so | can address thedemically and socially. | wish you a rela
problem and make needed improvements. ing and enjoyable summer and look for-
Below, | have again tried to provide you witiyard to seeing you again next fall.
about the happenings here in our building Rtl News

over the last quarter. Many students were supported thi

The 1st & ¥ grade students performed an Year under the Rtl model when they
excellent spring concert and théd:grade were seen struggling in the area of read
created an interactive wax museum as wellng- Rtl is a process designed to help
Members of the 4 grade took part in Pirate teachers focus on student skill deficits a
Reading Night and graduated from D.A.R.E2rovide targeted interventions and re
by pledging to live a drufyee life. During teaching in small groups to close the ski
the last week of school, we had a great timgap- Perhaps the greatest benefit of an
at field day. Thank you to all of the parents@Pproach is that it provides students hel

who took the time to volunteer to cook hot-Promptly within the general education

cates a problem area for a student or a

Once again, all students were challenged t%ﬂ%ué of students, interventions are put

8SINJ G2 ONBFIHGS | &z
stories that were written were wonderful.
The winners from each grade presented o5 4ing math, or behavior if needed as

their books to the parents in May. Finally, alle continue to expand the interventions
of ourdprince anq princesses were invited tQtared in the Ril process. Parents will b
the 2 annual King and Queens Ball to celgyyifieq in the fall if their child is receivin
brate their consistent good behavior. interventions. Again, if you are invited to
As you have already been informed, the an Rtl meeting, please consider attendir
students will be sent home with an enrich- as you are an important member of the
ment packet to work on over the summer. team. o .
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year, students will receive interventions

kindergarten classrooms and do activ
ties such as calendar, journals and m
with the present kindergartners. They
really enjoyed meeting the teachers a
getting to see what they will do next fg
tin kindergarten. We were also lucky
Lenough to visit a first grade class duri
| am special week and the first grader
read us stories. It was so exciting to
have them read to us. They enjoyed
so much they asked when they could
pee the first graders again.

Another theme they worked on this

<
(¢

dents worked very hard to create extr.
Sspecial gifts for their mothers for
a2iKSNDa 5Fe& |FYyR
GKSNRa 5Fe&o ¢tKS
how special parents are when one mg
came into the classroom and read a
story in Spanish and another mom wh

how to decorate cookies.

Lgnother theme we worked on this qug
ter was flowers. The students planted
(their very own flowers and made sure
Hifjey got enough water and sunlight.

HThey were very excited when they re-
turned to school one Monday to dis-

icover the flowers had grown and that
they would be able to take them homg
to plant them outside.

hrné st #efékoof school we celebrateq
Multi-cultural week and learned about
Italy. The students pretended to take
trip to Rome, Italy on an airplane whe
they each had their own pretend ticke
hand passport. Once they arrived, they
pretended to go on a bus tour in Rom
dgtaly where they saw famous places
such as the Colosseum. Some of our
projects during this week included
paihkng itafawm fiags, creating and
sketching portraits of people and pic-

homeroom teacher in the fall and it will be
: y Learners . ..
Please keep these in a safe place all summaer

tures like the famous artists Raphael

counted as the Tgrade of the Tquarter. |Egrl|
We are not trying to take the fun out of suFhe Early Learners have grown some

YSNE o6dzi FSSt &2 dzNJ|déch dinBedhe begihnkgi of tBerstldbali
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two inches since the start of school in
rAugust. We also discussed how 12 of
tenem would be going on to kindergarten
in the fall. The 12 Early Learners were
lucky enough to be able to visit two of th

they take the summer off.

All inrcoming kindergarteners need to be p
-assessed before the school year begins.

pasta collages since pasta is famous
katyy 2y

Yre Ndters that the students learned
tabd € du¥ing the fourth quarter in-
cluded E, O, U, Y, and Z. The Early
Learners also reviewed all the colors,
shapes and numbers 0 to 20 which

8/ear.

owns a bakery came in and show the

were introduced throughout the schod|

hth

1l

g

7

—F

:
a
a
m
o

r_

{

and Leonardo da Vinci. We also created

n

Page 2

(et P
o

w»

-



Kindergarten

Kindergarten enjoyed time with
their Moms during our Ma Spa.
This year we planted sunflowers,
decorated picture frames, made
a book about Mom and Me and
got to read books and share a
snack while our Moms were

with us! We were also able to
go to Pilcher Park in May! It was
rainy and muddy but we still
enjoyed learning about all of the
animals and plants in our area!
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Second Grade

First Grade

Literacy activities continued to beBurk conducted our annual spring
a primary area of focus in the  musical Jungle Partyto coordi-
fourth quarter. Students practicedate with our unit on rainforests.
fluency and a variety of compre-
hension strategies using differentplace value, time, money, and
genres of Iitt_arature. During . measurement. Students have
guided reading, teachers prov'de%dvanced to twedigit addition
differentiated learning activities and subtraction. in addition to

for students ap_c_ordmg to their solving problems requiring higher
needs and abilities. Students Praga el thinking skills. The weekly
ticed their writing skill by creatingtimed math tests continue to

lists, book reports, descriptions, help students improve their com-
BaNaties; payagraphs, research ;) yavional skills. Using the Foss
reports, an(_j original storles_. StU-yit for balance and motion, stu-
dents needing extra help with Sp&3e g designed and tested vari-
cific literacy skills received tar- ous types of spinners and

geted interventions through the 4 irjars. We also observed the

RTI process. life cycle of painted lady butter-
As students explored the rainfor- flies from caterpillar to adult.

est, they visited Brookfield Zoo tOThe first grade moms visited out
view many of the animals included, <<;00ms during our annual

in this unit. Eac_h stud(_ent re- Pampered Mom event. Students
searched an animal, bird, or 'nse%{ccompanied their moms to sta-

of his_/her choice using books andtions that included nail painting,
websites. The students created | .. styling, hand massages, re-

organizers for their research inforfreshments, book writing, and
mation and wrote detailed re- the creation of a royal crown.
ports, complete with covers which

featured original drawings. Mrs.

In math, we have been exploring

As we head into the home stretciactions, antonyms, and syno-
of the school year, second gradeélyms. These efforts have allowed

is as busy as ever! Math class US to gain a deeper understanding
keeps uS on our toes as we em- of the subtleties of Ianguage. In
brace money, two digit addition, Science we have been studying
two digit subtraction, and the  the nature of rocks, weather, and
first steps of multiplication. Readthe solar system.

ing class has helped us to im-  oyr students were rewarded for
prove our comprehension skills || of their hard work this quarter
by analyzing cause and effect, jth a class field trip to The
understanding inferences, and 5 gz 38 / KA f RNB Yy Qi adza$d
constant efforts to improve flu- \ye were able to engage in many

ency while reading. English clasfandson science exhibits and ac-

has us working on identifying thejyities. What a great quarter! We

different types of verbs, under- ;| miss you all and wish you the

best of luck in '8 grade!

standing words with multiple
meanings, and focusing on con-
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Third Grade News

The fourth quarter was a very im- character through a Wax Museum
portant time for third graders in  for students, friends, and family.

making sure we are ready for fo.urttfhe third graders also learned
grlade! we !ef"“”ed how to ml.Jl_t'plyabout weather which prepared
with three digits, what probability them for our science museum field

I;' andv\rllowlto dIV'detW'th retfna'”' trip! We also talked and explored
ers. Wealso spent some ime 4, o many different inventions we

reviewing all that we have leamed have seen throughout our lives and
in third grade, such as elapsed tim?ﬂow important they are for us
place value, subtraction across ze- '

ros, and addition. The third grade reading themes

Th t exciti  of the f thfocused on reading strategies such
€ most exciting part ot th€ 1ourh, 5 -5yse and effect, inferring, and

quarter was our wax museum!

: . sequencing. We read many fantasy
R'C.h land third graders each ghose stories and even created some of
an important man or woman in

history to research. The students our own fantasy stories in a writing
had to create a written book report

as well as a short oral report. The We know our third graders have
students were able to show their Worked hard and that they are ea-

creativity and knowledge of their ~ ger to becoméourth grade pi-
rates!

Fourth Grade News

took a tour through time visiting a blacksmith,
printing shop, post office, school house, and a man-
sion. We even learned that pioneers had to use
fractions to pay for their mail! It was an exciting
trip and the 4" graders learned quite a lot about
what life was like during that time period. Ouf 3
annual Pirate reading Night was also held on May
12", Thank you to all who came out and supported
their students through fun reading activities. Our
buccaneers loved sharing a night of reading with
their parents.

4™ graders took a spring into™quarter by working
hard in all subject areas. Students focused on le
ing about themes, story structure, and main idea
while reading new, adventurous, and interesting
stories in Storytown. All classes worked on simp
machines, rocks and minerals, and moving objec
in science. Math class became very exciting whe

we made fraction and decima|5t_h‘graders Thank you from thetﬁgrade to all our parent vol-
wrapped up the year with read alouds, readers unteers for helping with class parties, field day, and
theater, and other class projects. various activities throughout the year. Your help

. and dedication to students is greatly appreciated.
It was also an exciting quarter for school

activities. All fourth graders had the All the 4" grade captains are so very proud of all

honor of graduating from the DARE pr the growth that occurred throughout the year. All
gram on April 29 Students were con- students took great leaps in the area of learning.
gratulated on their dedication of pledg- We ask that you continue your hard work into the

ing to be drug free for life."igrade Buccaneers summer. Remember to Read! Read! Read! and

traveled to Naper Settlement to learn more abou Practice your math facts. Good Luck thgrade,
life in Illinois during the pioneer times. All studen We know you will do great things in the future!
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